Screening for hydroxychloroquine retinal toxicity: is it necessary?
All the patients (73) in the Rheumatology Department five year study of second line therapy who have taken hydroxychloroquine (Plaquenil) for rheumatoid arthritis for longer than 18 months were reviewed. These patients have their treatment dosage carefully monitored and have been receiving regular ophthalmic examinations. Most patients still taking the drug were assessed with a battery of tests for evidence of retinal toxicity. No retinal toxicity causing visual loss was found. On the basis of these results and a review of the recent literature we no longer routinely screen patients for hydroxychloroquine retinal toxicity in Cardiff.